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The Namibian Association of CBNRM Support Organisations, NACSO, is fully supportive of the Ministry of Environment and Tourism (MET) and the Save the Rhino Trust in efforts to combat all wildlife crime, including the poaching of rhinos.
NACSO is a networking organisation. Its members are conservation NGOs including the Legal Assistance Centre (LAC), the Multi-Disciplinary Centre of the University of Namibia, UNAM and Save the Rhino Trust (SRT). WWF in Namibia is an Associate Member of NACSO.
Community Based Natural Resource Management (CBNRM) is the means by which rural Namibians take responsibility for natural resources, including wildlife, and derive an income from the sustainable use of resources through communal conservancies. There are 81 communal conservancies in Namibia, comprising over 20% of the total land area.
Communal conservancies take responsibility for protecting wildlife together with the MET. Most conservancies have a minimum of 4 game guards, and some as many as 10. Their role is to patrol and engage with farmers, to monitor wildlife, and to report any suspicious activity. They are unarmed. If evidence of poaching is discovered, community game guards will call for the armed legal authority of the MET or NAMPOL.
To date the operation of community game guards has been highly effective. In vast areas which are difficult for government to monitor and police, game guards, together with local farmers, have kept a vigilant watch over the areas they know well. Game guard patrols, together with the thin dispersal of valuable species such as rhino over vast areas, have kept poaching to a minimum.
In communal conservancy areas, poaching is considered to be socially unacceptable because the communities derive an income from wildlife in the forms of meat harvesting and trophy hunting, both under strict quota control exercised by the MET, and increasingly from photographic tourism.
Commercial poaching has been effectively reduced in the sparsely populated Kunene Region because outsiders are easily spotted. The commercial poaching of elephant in Zambezi Region has increased recently, and a strong common effort by the MET and conservancy game guards is underway to counter this.
The geographical situation of Namibia is different from that of South Africa and other countries where commercial poaching is rampant. However, Namibian conservation organisations are aware that commercial poachers may see opportunities in Namibia, and that this threat has to be countered.
The experience of Namibian CBNRM is that local people who have an interest in protecting wildlife are the most effective deterrent to poaching. The risk of being caught is the main deterrent. Evidence from other countries shows that severe legal punishments are not a deterrent when the risk of being caught is low.
NACSO, through its member organisations including the WWF in Namibia, will continue to support the MET in its legal role to combat wildlife crime, by encouraging communal conservancies to redouble their efforts to be vigilant.
